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	Title: The Risk of Weight Gain in Hiv Treatment-Naïve Individuals Antiretroviral Therapy Insti-Based and Non-Insti-Based Regimeds: A Retrospective Cohort Study
[bookmark: _GoBack]General Comments from Reviewer: This study provides important insight into the association between INSTI-based ART and weight gain in treatment-naïve PLWH. It highlights a growing concern in HIV management and offers valuable evidence to guide regimen selection. Despite some limitations due to study design and missing confounders, the analysis is sound and the conclusions are reasonable. With language polishing and some structural improvements, the manuscript is suitable for publication.
· The use of retrospective clinical data from 2008 to 2023 adds depth and real-world applicability. The study spans 96 weeks, providing long-term weight trend insights. By targeting HIV treatment-naïve individuals, the study isolates the effect of initial ART regimens on weight gain, minimizing confounding from prior treatment exposures.
· The study excludes individuals with advanced-stage HIV, which strengthens the validity of the findings by minimizing the confounding influence of weight gain due to immune recovery.
· The exclusion of patients with advanced disease (to remove “return to health” bias) is justified, but the method of defining and controlling for this could be clarified. Explicitly state how WHO staging and CD4+ T cell count were used to define “non-advanced disease.”
· In the section comparing different INSTI regimens (DTG, BIC, RAL, EVG), provide more explanation on why certain regimens caused more weight gain. Discuss differences in pharmacokinetics, known metabolic effects, or demographics (e.g., DTG more used in younger patients?).
· Expand the discussion on how clinicians should act on this information. For example: Should PLWH at risk of obesity be started on non-INSTI regimens? Should patients on INSTIs be switched if weight gain exceeds 10%?
· The Introduction section appears to contain content that closely resembles language from previously published sources, raising concerns about potential plagiarism or lack of proper paraphrasing. To maintain academic integrity and originality, we strongly recommend that the authors rewrite the Introduction in their own words, ensuring appropriate citation and synthesis of prior research rather than direct copying. This will enhance both the credibility and scholarly quality of the manuscript.
The article can be published after minor revision.



